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Fire up the grill and pull out the spatula; it's barbeque time! Summer Fun means something should be sizzling on the ol'
outdoor grill. This tough canvas BBQ apron is a serious sizzle shield with its handsome rivet accents and extra-large pockets
for grill tongs, tools and those giant hot pad mitts.
Our apron is modeled by our resident griller-guy-extraordinaire, however, it would be equally cute on a female captain of the
coals. The apron is sized for someone about 6' 1" to 6' 3". If you need a shorter option, you should adjust the initial cut length
of 43½", because you want to keep the pockets at about 12" deep. We suggest cutting at the original length (43½"), pinning
up the pocket panel at the standard 12", and then, holding the apron piece up against its intended recipient, determining how
much length you want to cut off the bottom.

Sewing Tools You Need
Any Sewing Machine (we recommend the Janome Memory Craft 5200)
¼" Seam foot (optional, but OH so helpful!)
Jeans or denim sewing machine needle (you need a sharp, strong needle to stitch through the multiple layers of this
project)

Fabric and Other Supplies

1 yard of 60" wide fabric: we used a heavy cotton duck in dark khaki green
All purpose thread to contrast with fabric: we used black
See-through ruler
Seam gauge
Fabric pen or pencil
21 rivets in silver: we used Dritz 5/16" (8mm) dimpled jeans rivets - your correct size will depend on the thickness of your
chosen fabric
Rivet tools, punch and hammer
NOTE: If you're new to rivets, check out our tutorial,How to Attach Metal Rivets On Sewing Projects
Iron and ironing board
Scissors or rotary cutter and mat
Tape measure
Straight pins

Getting Started
1. Download and print out Arm Hole Pattern 1 and Arm Hole Pattern 2.
IMPORTANT: Each pattern is ONE 8.5" x 11" sheet. You must print the PDF files at 100%. DO NOT SCALE to fit the
page.
2. Cut out the pattern pieces along the solid lines. Butt the two pieces together at the arrows (do not overlap), and tape to
create one pattern piece.
3. Fold the fabric in half widthwise (60" x 18"). Using the folded edge as one side, cut:
ONE rectangle 18" wide x 43½" tall. Do not cut the fold.
TWO strips 4" wide x 18" tall. Do not cut the fold.
ONE strip 4" wide x 14" tall. Do not cut the fold.

4. With the main fabric piece still folded, measure 16" from the fold along the top edge and make a corner mark. Align the
Arm Hole Pattern piece with this corner mark and the edge of the fabric.

5. Trim out the curve of the of the pattern,cutting past the bottom of the curve off the edge of the fabric. You are
cutting in this manner in order to end up with a scrap of fabric large enough to use to cut your pocket piece.

6. Again, measure 16" from the fold, making marks at several points along the remaining length of the piece. Connect
these dots and trim away the excess. You now have a finished main body piece that, when unfolded, should measure
32" x 43½" with two armhole cuts.

7. Unfold your strips. You should have TWO 4" x 36" strips for the waist ties and ONE 4" x 28" strip for the neck loop.
8. From that armhole scrap we so carefully made, cut ONE 9" x 8" rectangle.

At Your Sewing Machine
Create the bottom pocket panel
1. Make a ½" double-turn hem along bottom of the apron on the RIGHT side of the fabric (yep -- backwards to the way you
would normally hem). To do this, fold the raw edge ½" and press, then fold in another ½" and press. Pin in place. Stitch
close to the folded edge to secure. If hemming is a new technique for you, read our tutorial: lengthened my stitch for two
reasons: one) it makes it easier to stitch through the thicker fabric, and two) I wanted my topstitching to show and look
beefy to go with my rivets.
2. Fold up the bottom of the apron 12" (you have now hidden your hem on the inside of the pocket panel) and pin in place.
Make sure the fold is even; you want a nice, straight line for the top of the pocket panel.

3. Using your see-through ruler and fabric pencil (I used a white pencil to show up against my dark fabric), make one
vertical line in the exact center of the pocket (I simply folded the apron in half and marked the fold with a pin to find the
center). Then, make two additional lines, each 6" from the center line -- one to the left and one to the right.

4. Stitch along each of your three drawn lines with a straight stitch to create the pocket seams.
NOTE: If you have a lock-stitch function on your machine, use it to lock your seams; it will make a much cleaner finish
than a backstitch. If you use a backstitch, just be careful to stay nice and straight when you back up... just like driving out
of the garage.

Hem the sides
1. Make a narrow double-turn hem along both sides, including the arm holes and folded back the double layer raw edges
of the pocket panel. To do this, fold in the raw edge ¼"- ½" and press, then fold in another ¼"- ½" and press. Pin in
place.

NOTE: Because of the multiple layers, you may have to futz a bit to wrap it neatly when you get to the hem of the top of
the pocket panel. Tuck and futz as best you can, and remember, they'll be a rivet there later to help secure this point .
2. Attach the ¼" Seam foot.
NOTE: As mentioned above, this foot is optional (not all machines come with it) but very helpful because the foot has a
guide you can run along the folded edge of your hem to keep your stitching perfectly straight and even. If you don't have
a ¼" foot, you can follow a point on your regular foot or align the edge of the fabric with a reference mark on your throat
plate. Adding a strip of painter's tape along a perfect ¼" line or adhering a row of Post-it® notes (as we did in our
Whimsy quilt) are other helpful cloth guide ideas.
3. Starting at the top of one side, stitch a ¼ seam around the arm hole and down the side on each side of the apron.
NOTE: Because of the thickness of this fabric, it will help you sew through the layers at the corner of the armhole and
side if you make a clean finished corner as shown. Also remember to go slowly around the curves of the arm holes,

stopping occasionally as needed, with your needle in the down position, to slightly adjust your foot and keep a smooth
curve.
4. Press your hem all around.

5. To create the top hem, fold the raw edge under ½" and press. Fold under another 1", press and pin in place.

6. Stitch top hem in place from the back so you can align your foot with the folded edge. Use a ¼" seam allowance to stitch
across the top. Press.

Make and attach the pocket
1. Find your 8" x 9" pocket rectangle.
2. Still using the ¼" Seam foot, make a narrow double-turn hem along both sides, and across the bottom. To do this, follow
the same steps you did for the apron hemming. Fold in the raw edge ¼" and press, then fold in another ¼" and press.
Pin in place. Leave the top un-hemmed. This is a horizontal pocket, so remember that the top of your pocket will be one
of the 9" sides.
NOTE: As with the body of the apron, I created
3. Stitch a ¼" seam down one side, across the bottom, and back up the other side. Remember to stop at the corners with
your needle in the down position and pivot. Press flat.
4. To create the top hem, fold the raw edge under ½" and press. Fold under another 1", press and pin in place.
5. Stitch top hem in place from the back so you can align your foot with the folded edge. Use a ¼" seam allowance to stitch
across the top. Press.
6. Finally, stitch an "X" from corner to corner.
7. Place the finished pocket on the front of the apron. Center the "X" with the centerline of the apron; the edges of the
pocket should be about 2¼" from the edge of the arm hole. The top of the pocket should be about 1¾" below the seam
line of the apron's top hem. Pin in place.

8. Stitch in place along both sides and across the bottom (leaving the top open ... ah, yeah, it's a pocket). Carefully follow
the stitching line of the pocket's hem. Press.

Make and attach the ties
1. If necessary, replace your ¼" Seam foot with a regular sewing foot.
2. Take the three strips of fabric you cut for your ties. Fold each strip in half lengthwise (one at 2" x 28" and two at 2" x
36"), right sides together, and pin in place.
3. For the two ties that are 2" x 36" (the waist ties), stitch each, using a ½" seam allowance, across one end and all along
the side, pivoting at the corner. Leave the other end open and raw.
4. For the one tie that is 2" x 28" (the neck loop), stitch, using a ½" seam allowance just along the side. Leave both ends
open and raw.
5. Turn all three strips right side out, poking/pulling out the corners of the waist ties so they are nice and sharp. You now
should have one finished strip that is 1½" x 28" and two finished strips that are 1½" x 36".
6. Press flat. Press the waist ties so the seam is along one edge. Press the neck tie so the seam is in the center as shown.

7. Take the two strips that will be your waist ties. Fold under 3/8" on each raw end and press. Fold under an additional 1½"
and press.
8. Pin in place at the bottom corner of the armhole on each side.
9. Take the strip that will be your neck tie. Fold under 3/8" on both raw ends and press. Fold under an additional 1½" and
press.
10. Pin in place at the top of the apron as shown. Be careful the neck loop isn't twisted when you pin it in place. What I do is
pin one side, then stretch the strip straight out, and curve it over and down to the opposite side as if I was drawing a
curved line with the fabric. Pin it at the opposite corner.

11. To attach the waist ties to the apron, stitch a 1" box, then stitch an ‘X' through the middle of the box.

Apply rivets
1. The neck loop is attached with four rivets on the end. Using your see-through ruler and fabric pencil, mark the rivet
points. It is very important that you not only get the rivets even on each end, but also that both ends are even with one
another.

2. Apply four rivets to each end of the neck loop.

3. Then apply two rivets to the inside of each waist tie, one rivet to each of the four pocket corners, and four rivets across
the top of the bottom pocket panel at each seam line.
4. If you are new to riveting, have no fear. They are really pretty simple. Check our our tutorial:
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Other machines suitable for this project include the Bernina activa 210 and the Elna 3230.
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