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I adore being organized. Actually ... I adore dreaming about being organized. I pour over my catalogs fromPottery Barn,
Storables and Crate & Barrel, picturing my life neatly tucked away into matching bins and buckets. I even drool over those
circulars from Target that show up this time of year when all the plastic tubs are on sale. Surely if I could see everything at a
glance, I'd get more done. In this alternate, tidy universe, my children also pick up all their clothes and no one leaves their
dishes on the coffee table in the family room. To further inspire me to coordinate my world, and you yours, we've come up with
five French Desk Set tutorials, using the gorgeous French General Rouenneries fabric from Moda. These easy-to-make liners
are a great way to add color and pattern to otherwise ordinary wicker baskets.
Take note that this project uses a ¼" seam allowance rather than our site standard ½". It makes a smaller, cleaner seam line
at the bottom of the basket. You can find a great selection of Moda's French General fabric online from our friends at
FatQuarterShop. Our thanks to them for supplying all the fabric for these French Desk Set tutorials.

Sewing Tools You Need
Any Sewing Machine (we recommend the Janome 2160DC)

Fabric and Other Supplies

1 yard of 45" wide fabric or ¾ yard of 60" wide fabric PER BASKET:we used Moda's French General in Rouenneries
Roche Tournesal for the large basket and Moda's French General in Rouenneries Roche Texture for the small basket
2 yards ½" cotton twill tape: we used off white
One or more straight-sided baskets: we found ours at Michael's
All-purpose thread in colors to match fabrics
All-purpose thread in contrasting color for topstitching
See-through ruler
Fabric pencil
Iron and ironing board
Scissors or rotary cutter and mat
Straight pins

Getting Started
Measure your basket
1. Measure the width of the front (the back will be the same measurement).

2. Measure the width of the side (each side will be the same measurement).

3. Measure the height.

4. Measure the base. If you've done your measuring correctly, the base should measure the width of the front by the width
of the side.

Optional handle opening
1. Measure the opening width and height. Then subtract ¼" from each measurement to account for the hem.

Final measurements

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Now that you have all your basic measurements, you need to account for your ¼" seam allowances all around.
Add ½" to each measurement of the base.
Add ½" to the width measurement of the front and the back.
Add ½" to the width measurement of each side.
To account for casing and its hem, add 1" to the height measurement.
Also to your height measurement, you need to add the number of inches you'd like the liner to fold over the sides of the
basket. For our basket, we wanted it to fold over approximately ⅔ of the total height, so I added 4½" (in addition to the
1" above for the casing/hem): 6¾" (my starting height) + 1" + 4½" = 12¼"
7. Measure the circumference of the basket, then add about 20" to that measurement for the ties.

Here's an EXAMPLE of the measuring formula described above, using our large basket as the
model:
Height: 6¾" = 12¼" (formula described above)
Front / Back (CUT 2): 14" width x 6¾" height = 14½" x 12¼"
Sides/ Left and Right (CUT 2): 12" width x 6¾" height = 12½" x 12¼"
Base (CUT 1): 14" width x 12" height = 14½" x 12½"
Optional Handle (measurement of cut out on each side): 2¾" width x 1¾" height = 1½" x 2½"

Cut out your pieces
1. Cut ONE base piece.
2. With the base piece cut to measurements and laid out flat, measure and cut a ¼" angle at each corner.

3. Cut TWO side pieces.
4. With each side piece laid out flat cut a ¼" angle at each corner, just as you did above for the base piece,but on the
bottom edge only.
5. Cut TWO Front/Back pieces.
6. With each side piece laid out flat cut a ¼" angle at the end of each corner on the bottom edge only.
7. Cut the twill tape in half to make two pieces to run through the casing and tie into a bow on either side.

Optional handle opening
1. Fold each side piece in half widthwise and mark the opening of the handle at the top center, using the fold as the outer
edge. Since your fabric is folded in half by width you must divide your handle width measurement in half. With a
temporary marking pen or chalk draw a rectangle to represent this measurement.

2. Round off corners to curve (we used a pattern weight as a guide).

3. Cut out the curve.

At Your Sewing Machine & Ironing Board
1. Lay the BASE piece flat on your work surface.
2. Line up the bottom edges of the FRONT piece to the BASE piece, right sides together, using the angled corners as a
guide.

3. Pin together and sew a ¼” seam.
4. At the opposite side of the BASE, line up the bottom edge of the BACK piece to the BASE piece, right sides together
and using the angled corners as a guide.
5. Pin together and sew a ¼” seam.
6. Press all seams open. Set aside.

Finishing optional side handle opening
1. Lay the SIDE pieces flat on your work surface.
2. Take one piece to your sewing machine, and using a longer stitch length (about 3.5), sew a guide line ¼” away from the
raw edge of the handle cut out. Clip small snips at the curves of the handle opening up to, but NOT through, the stitched
guide line.
3. Repeat for the other SIDE piece.

4. On both SIDE pieces, fold the raw edge over to the wrong side, using your stitched guide line as your fold line. Press
and top stitch close to the edge.

Making it into a "box"
1. Lay out the BASE piece, and with right sides together, line up the bottom edges of ONE SIDE piece to the BASE piece,
using the angled corners as a guide. Pin together and sew a ¼” seam.

2. Repeat for the remaining side piece. Press both seam allowances open.

3. Pin side seams together at each intersection of the base, and starting at the angled corners, stitch together with a ¼”
seam allowance.
4. Repeat until all four side seams are stitched together. Press all seams open.
5. To form your casing and its hem, fold the top edge of each side ¼” and press.

6. Fold an additional 3/4” and press.

7. Re-thread your machine with contrasting thread.
8. Top stitch close to the fold to form the casing.
9. Place a large safety pin at the end of one piece of twill tape and thread it through one side of the casing.

10. Repeat for the other side.

11. Insert lining into the basket and fold out and over the sides. Pull taut with the twill tape on each side, then tie ends into a
bow.
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